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           Religious Education Handbook

Religious Education Statement
“The church of the home remains the one place where children and young people can receive an authentic catechesis. There cannot be too great an effort on the part of Christian parents to prepare for this ministry of being their own children's catechist."  -St. John Paul II
Religious Education is a life-long learning process in which the family is the PRIMARY educator! The parish, for children, is an extension of the religious education received from their families, through the parish mission. The religious education program assists families in the teaching of the Catholic faith. It is important that children continue their formation each year so they can come to understand and experience their faith at each level of their development.
From the Catechism of the Catholic Church… Catechesis aims at putting “people…in communion…with Jesus Christ: only He can lead us to the love of the Father in the Spirit and make us share in the life of the Holy Trinity.” CCC 426 
Tuition and Registration Procedures
Families registering for in-person classes:
· Early registration after August 15 and prior to the first class in September is appreciated.  Early registration helps guide class counts, textbook and other purchases, and material preparation for our Catechists;
· Must fill out all forms completely;
· Must have a copy of the child(ren) Baptismal certificate (either on file or included with registration);
· Must have dates and Parish of student’s First Reconciliation and Holy Communion, if applicable; and
· Tuition payment (full or partial with agreement) at time of registration.  ($25, grades 1, 3-5 and $50, Sacramental Prep).
Families registering for homeschooling:
· Homeschool religious education must register as part of the Religious Education program for St. Francis/St. Edwards/Visitation;
· Early registration after August 15 and prior to the first class in September is appreciated.  Early registration helps guide class counts, textbook and other purchases, and material preparation for our Catechists;
· Must fill out all forms completely;
· Must have a copy of the child(ren) Baptismal certificate (either on file or included with registration);
· Must have dates and Parish of student’s First Reconciliation and Holy Communion, if applicable; 
· Tuition payment (full or partial with agreement) at time of registration.  ($25, grades 1, 3-5 and $50, Sacramental Prep);
· Must keep Religious Education Director updated on child’s progress throughout the year; and
· Additional in-person interviews with the Pastor and the student may apply if seeking The Sacraments or to keep on-track for Sacramental preparation for first grade homeschool students.

A family will not be turned away because of an inability to pay. If you have a need for tuition assistance, please speak to the Religious Education Director or the Pastor.
Registration forms may be sent to Religious Education Program, ℅ St. Edwards Parish, PO Box 507, North Plains, OR  97133.

SACRAMENTS
Sacramental preparation involves additional parent and student activities during the school year. Parents will be notified of all meetings and special events.
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion generally take place in second grade; however, older students who have not received The Sacraments will be prepared with their regular classes but may be excused from regular classes to participate in special preparation to receive The Sacraments. Parents are required to attend two workshops with their children. The details for Sacramental preparation will be available in October.
If your child(ren) has/ve not received The Sacraments of First Reconciliation or Holy Communion and did not attend Grade 1 Religious Education (RE) or were RE homeschooled for Grade 1, students will be tested for Sacramental readiness and may be delayed receiving their Sacraments. 
COMMUNICATION WITH FAMILIES
Weather and Other Emergency Closings
If a class is canceled due to bad weather or other emergency situations, we will follow the local school districts.  Notification will be by email or phone call in the case of an afternoon weather event.  Please keep your information on file current so that we can contact you in case of emergency. 
Parent Communications
 The Religious Education program will email information regarding upcoming events, schedule changes, and activities with the children.  A printed copy of these communications will also be sent home with your child(ren) during class time.
POLICIES 
Non-Discrimination
Religious Education will not be denied to anyone because of age, race, gender, national origin, and/or physical or mental ability.
Early Childhood Admissions (Pre-K and Kinder) and Late Admissions (Grades 1 to 5 after October 1)
Parents and children interested in attending Religious Education for Grades Pre-K and Kindergarten or for Grades 1 - 5 after October 1 should contact the Pastoral Associate and Religious Education Director at 503-828-5660 and 971-245-9913, respectively.  Admission to the Religious Education program, including Sacramental Prep for all ages, will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.  Prospective students will be evaluated on their faith knowledge and readiness for the Religious Education Program, including Sacramental Prep.  Early admission does not guarantee that a student will be eligible to receive their First Sacraments prior to Grade 2 or the age requirements.
Parent Expectations
· Share your Catholic Faith with your child(ren);
· Help your child(ren) learn their prayers;
· Attend Mass every weekend with your child(ren);
· If your child is ill we ask that you keep them home from class and let your child’s catechist or Director of Religious Education know prior to class time;
· Show interest in the lessons and projects your child brings home and talk with them about their experience in class;
· Parents or Guardians are expected to participate in the Religious Education program by contacting the Director of Religious Education as to what area or involvement they would be assisting with;
· Have read the Religious Education Handbook and returned the Attestation Form found on the last page at the second class your child(ren) attends;
· If you have any questions, concerns or suggestions please call the Religious Education Director at 971-245-9913 (Tammy) or stop by after class time (5:15pm).
Student Expectations
We respect, cooperate, support and image Christ’s love in all our actions, speech and attentiveness in the Religious Education program.
· Arrive on time to class, at least 5 minutes early, or make arrangements with Catechist for late arrival;
· Respect teachers, assistants, and classmates;
· Use respectful language;
· Cooperate with request made by the teachers and assistants;
· Learn your prayers;
· Complete assignments on time;
· Respect the property of St. Edwards Parish and your neighbor;
· Listen while others are speaking and participate in class discussions, activities, presentations, and projects;
· Be open to learning about the Catholic faith, but raise your hand and wait until called on;
· Snacks offered and are one per student during our all-class social at 4pm sharp.  No snacks offered after 4:05pm. 
Volunteers 
Volunteers are essential to running a religious education program. Please contact the Director if you are able to give your time and talents. All adult volunteers in our parish programs are required to participate in a Safe Environment Awareness session, background check, read and sign off on the Code of Ethical Standards and complete a Volunteer profile in order to volunteer with children.
Protecting All of God’s Family (VIRTUS)
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Youth has asked that we implement awareness sessions for abuse prevention with the children and youth in our Catholic Youth Formation catechetical and school programs. The problem of child sexual abuse is a prominent concern of the Catholic Church. At this critical time in the Church, we are presented with the opportunity to educate our children and ourselves in order to prevent future incidents of abuse. 
In an effort to keep all of our children and youth safe, awareness sessions are planned annually to address this issue. Parents will be notified in advance of these sessions, and materials will be sent to parents to preview.
Catechists’ Concerns & Discipline
Our catechists help ensure the presence of the Holy Spirit in the classroom and throughout the program.  Catechists will set expectations with students in the classroom, common areas, valet pick-up line, and etiquette and check for understanding. 
The catechists encourage the students to exercise self-discipline to live in the image of Jesus Christ.  Fighting or intentionally inflicting harm on self, another student, property of St. Edward’s Parish, the property of another student, or the property of a catechist will result in immediate dismissal from that class session and the Pastor will be consulted for the next steps.  
To ensure that all students have the maximum opportunity to receive the most out of their religious education experience, discipline must be maintained in order to provide a positive and safe learning environment for all.  The catechists will consistently apply the following consequences and/or action statements for disruptive behavior in the classroom, common areas, or group activities.
1st Occurrence:  Catechist will address the behavior and consult with the student.  The first occurrence may not be limited to catechist consulting with the student depending on the severity of student’s behavior or actions.
2nd Occurrence:  The student will be sent to consult with the Director of Religious Education or their delegate.  Parents will be notified by telephone or in writing.
3rd Occurrence:  Student’s parent/guardian will be notified at that time and will be asked to pick up the student from class for the remainder of the class session.
4th Occurrence:  Director of Religious Education will consult with the Pastor and the parents will be contacted to sit-in with their child(ren) during the class for the remainder of the program. 
Student Drop-off and Pick-up
In order to provide adequate supervision for the health and safety of each child, we ask the following: 
· NO SPEEDING in the PARKING LOT. 
· Please drop students off at the front doors of the Parish Convent, or walk your child into the Parish Convent.
· Do NOT drop students off earlier than 15 minutes before scheduled time unless prior arrangements have been made with a catechist or Director of Religious Education. 
· Cars are NOT to take “shortcuts” through the parking lot.
· When picking up your child please form a Valet line in front of the Parish Convent doors.
· Please be prompt in picking up your child at the end of classes. Please respect our volunteer catechists’ time.
· No child will be allowed to walk or bike ride home unless a parent has provided the Director of Religious Education a written permission note with a contact phone number. 
· Carpooling Parents are to write a letter giving permission for individuals (naming them), other than a parent, allowing a child to be picked up by them.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Parents wishing to pick up their child rather than using the Valet line in front of the Parish Convent doors are asked to arrive at 5:10pm inside the Parish Convent and parent and child(ren) can be checked out by the catechists or Director.
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Attestation Form below for completion



Religious Education Handbook Attestation Form
The Religious Education Handbook ( RE Handbook) describes important information about the Religious Education program offered through St. Edwards, St. Francis and Visitation Parishes. 
My child(ren) and I have received, read and understand the contents outlined in the RE Handbook.  Any questions my child(ren) or I have will be directed to the Religious Education Director, Tammy Scheenstra, before or after class, at 971.245.9913 or tammy.scheenstra@hotmail.com.
Please return this attestation form at the second class your child(ren) attends.  This form will be placed in the student(s) RE-file.
 
_________________________________________________         	________________________
 Parent signature                                                    				Date

_________________________________________________
 Parent’s name (print)
 
________________________________________
 Student signature

_______________________________________
 Student signature

________________________________________
 Student signature

________________________________________
 Student signature

________________________________________
 Student signature
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